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10 PM ET: NBC Brian Williams Reports

Edward Snowden

VIDEO: http://mms.tveyes.com/PIaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID:dc917875—da19-47ce-86be-8b0497b521b2
http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditiD=dbc7c991-eeae-4489-8e6c-f5922443a522
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BRIAN WILLIAMS: good evening. i'm brian williams. he is routinely called the most wanted man in the world. last week in
moscow, cloaked in secrecy and after months of behind-the-scenes back and forth, we sat down with edward snowden
for his first american television interview. let's begin with a reminder of what this 30-year-old has done and why he's
living in exile overseas, wanted for espionage in this country. the classified documents he stole, downloaded from the
nsa and handed over to journalists blew the lid off data mining programs that had been launched in the wake of and in
the name of 9/11. they have names like prism and boundless informant and xkeyscore. some of them designed to
vacuum up phone and internet data are from companies like verizon and google and apple and yahoo! and some of
them could zero in on any one of us. snowden came to this interview armed with talking points, ready to tell his story.
he knew he would be receiving no compensation and no question was off limits. already just today based on prereleased
snippets of what you're about to see secretary of state john kerry launched a full-on fredricton it willontal assault on
snowden calling him a traitor, challenging hill to come home to face justice. we'll hear what edward snowden has to say
about that. he arrived alone carrying only a backpack into our moscow hotel. he came up a back stairway into the
elevator. the moment he sat down and our camera focused on him, it became clear that this was the first good long look
at him the world had had. we saw him framed against the hotel window in hong kong and appearing from undisclosed
locations on closed circuit video. he was here now, introducing himself as ed. a lot of people say you have badly
damaged your country. )

EDWARD SNOWDEN: can you show that? is there any dman vagsemonstration? i have been asking for a year now. if
after a year they can't show a single individual who has been harmed in any way by this reporting, is it really so grave? is
it really so serious? can we really trust those claims without scrutinizing them? i would argue we can't. we should be
open to them. it's fair, the possibility. if this has caused serious harm, i plirnlwould like to know about it.

WILLIAMS: keith alexander has said you have done, quote, significant and irreversible damage to the nation. he said
there is, quote, concrete truth that terrorist groups and others are taking action and making changes and it's going to
make our job tougher. and this amounts to telling our enemy our playbook.

SNOWDEN: so what's interesting is that we see the exact same language, the exact same accusations being levelled
against whistleblowers, against any critic of any government program throughout history, throughout time. -

WILLIAMS: what are you doing in russia?

SNOWNDEN: all right. so this is a really fair concern. i personally am surprised that i ended up here. the reality is i never
intended to end up in russia. i had a flight from cuba to latin america. the united states revoked my passport to trap me
in the moscow airport. when people ask why are you in russia, i say please ask the state department.

WILLIAMS: the u.s. state department says snowden's passport was pulled before he boarded that flight to moscow and
yet he was somehow still able to leave hong kong, a city he had chosen to fly to initially upon leaving the u.s. a formerly
high ranking american official said if snowden's equivalent russian kid was in our hands in the united states we would be
working mightily to, a, befriend him and, absent that, infiltrate what hes has, what he knows. what has your relationship
been to the host nation? have you met putin? have you spoken with him?

SNOWDEN: i have no relationship with the russian government at all. i have never met the russian president. i'm not
supported by the raugs government -- russian government. i'm not taking money from the russian government. i'm not a
spy. the best way to make sure, for example, the russians can't break my fingers and compromise information or hit me
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what did 9/11 mean to you?

SNOWDEN: i have never told anybody this. no journalist. but i was on ft. meade on septembeth right outside the nsa. so
i remember -- i remember the tension on that day. i remember hearing on the radio. i remember thinking my
grandfather who worked for the fbi at the time was in the pentagon when the plane hit it. i take the threat of terrorism
seriously. i think we all do. i think it's really disingenuous for the government to invoke and sort of scandalize our
memories, to sort of exploit the national trauma that we all suffered together and worked so hard to come through to
yufjustify programs that are have never been shown to keep us safe but cost us liberties and freedoms that we don't
need to give up, and our constitution says we should not give up.

WILLIAMS: then there is this way of looking at it -- our nation had been attacked in this nonlinear way. we were hurting.
post pearl harbor hurting. why not cast the widest net possible? innocent people around the country were -- all felt the
same way. i've got nothing to hide. we've got to find this enemy we can't see.

SNOWDEN: the definition of a security state is any nation that prioritizes security over all other considerations. i don't
believe the united states is or ever should be a security state. if we want to be free we can't become subject to
surveillance. we can't give away our privacy. we can't give away our rights. we have to be an active party. we have to be
an active part of our government. and h say there are some things worth dying for. i think the country is one of them.

WILLIAMS: like a lot of young men in our country, and especially given the fact that your grandfather was at the fbi, your
dad's a vet. like a lot of young men across america you wanted to join up, and you did.

SNOWDEN: in 2004, i joined the u.s. army under the 18 x-ray special forces recruit prdgram. i have to give high respect
to everyone many the military and the graduates of those programs. they are better men than i. i was injured very early
on in the program and i washed out. i don't hide that.

WILLIAMS: snowden reportedly left the military after breaking both of his legs in training.

SNOWDEN: the fact is that i tried. you know, i saw what was going on in the world. i believed the government's
arguments that we were going to do good things in irag, that we were going to free the oppressed. and i wanted to do
my part to help share the national burden and create not just a better america but a better world. the problem was, as
time went on, as i rose to higher and higher levels of the intelligence community, i gained more and more access, as i
saw more classified information at the highest levels i realized that so many of the things that we are told by the
government simply aren't true. much like the arguments about aluminum tubes and weapons of mass destruction, colin
powell's discussion about anthrax is a dama -- saddam was going to bring against.us. the iraq war i signed up for was
launched on false premises. the american people were misled. whether that was due to bad faith or simply mistakes of
intelligence, i can't say for sure. but i can say it shows the problem of putting too much faith in intélligence systems
without debating them in public.

WILLIAMS: we'll take another break here. coming up, how edward snowden says the nsa can reach into our lives via our
phones.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

WILLIAMS: welcome back. government was now able, if they wanted to, to use our computers to reach into american
lives and whatever you think of him, what edward snowden told us about spying on our data and our personal devices
was chilling. and as an example, we used the phone in my hand.

(VIDEO BEGINS)

WILLIAMS: 'i want to ask ybu about this device. this is not my iphone. this is what drug dealers resort to. this is called a
burner. it's a temporary. it's the one i brought to cover the olympics because our i.t. people told me that the russians are
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